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eral, Mr. Stimson, early in February 1909, brought a civil
suit against the American Sngar Refining Company, in the
Southern District where its offices were situated, for
fraudulent evasion of customs duties, selecting a single
cargo of sugar as a test case. The trial lasted about a
month, and on March 4, 1909, the day on which Roosevelt
retired from the Presidency and Taft was inaugurated as
his successor, the jury, after an hour's deliberation, brought
in a verdict of guilty against the company.

Through some occult but powerful influences, the local
news accounts of the trial minimized or suppressed entirely
the startling evidence of the fraud and the prompt verdict
against the company. This curious silence in the press
excited both surprise and indignation on the part of Roose-
velt. He had, before leaving the Presidency, accepted the
position of contributing editor of the Outlook and at his first
meeting with his editorial associates he asked if they would
favor the publication of an article giving the full story of
the sugar frauds and the result of the trial. They replied
unanimously and heartily that they would.

The story was published in the Outlook on May 1, 1909,
with illustrations showing how the spring attachment had
worked and giving figures showing that the company had by
means of it smuggled through the customs many million
tons of sugar.

The publication aroused great interest throughout the
country and indignant protests came from the newspapers
because the news had been kept from them. Almost imme-
diately the guilty sugar company made an offer to pay over
to the Government about $2,000,000 in evaded duties. Other
sugar refining companies, guilty of various methods of de-
frauding the revenue, also confessed judgment, and paid
over about $1,500,000 more, making the total result of
Roosevelt's energetic personal leadership in the matter a
gain of $3,500,000 to the Treasury of the United States.

In his final message to Congress, on December 8, 1908,
Roosevelt reiterated his well-established views on the lead-
ing policies of his administration and urged continued sup-